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District Directors

Hello everyone.

Do something for us. Take a good long look at
your immediate friends. The people you
spend the most time with, call first with
exciting and sometimes even sad news.

The first ones to lend a hand when you

need help and the first ones you lend a

hand to when they need help. Chances are;
the majority of these people are people you
met in GWRRA. Now, try to imagine your life
without these people.

We
all joined this organization for different reasons but we all have one thing

sur e

in commonéwe all

We are just back from this yeards
even though we are pretty upset about the state of some of the chapters
in Maryland, we found out we are not alone. Every district is dealing with
the same issues, first and foremost is folding chapters. Why? Quite
simply, because no one will step up and take a staff position. In Maryland,
we are on the verge of losing 2 of our 8 chapters. These 2 chapters have
directors but no help with the other positions. 2 other chapters have
directors who are doing the majority of the other positions within the
chapter. How long can that go on before these directors burn out and give
up? There seems to be a lot of misinformation floating around out there
regarding the responsibilities that come with the individual positions. The
one thing we keep hearing is
Educator and the Treasurer are the only ones with paperwork and that is
only once a month! The next thing we are hearing is that no one wants to

joined.

canot

an

Regi o

Opaper wor k

take the Officer  Certification Program ( OCP) ¢l ass. Il truly
understand why. Everyone whods taken it
recommends it. The class explains a lot and dispels a lot of rumor and
innuendo. It is available to take online but so far the feedback has not
been great. ltds too boring, no i nterac
That was the best part of the program s
in front of a computer doing it would be boring.

Condt next page
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Our district trainer, Sidney Spunt, has put a class together for Sunday, November 20

condensed it to one day and it will be held in Annapolis. There will be a flyer coming out this week so
please keep an eye out for it from your chapter director. We encourage anyone interested to take it;
you do not need to be a CD or ACD. It is open to everyone. Talk to someone who has taken it and ask
them whatever questions you have. Communication is the key. We are determined to dispel the rumors
and get back to the FUN. Our goals for 2012 are to keep all of our chapters open and active. We are
now attempting to re -establish Chapter G and maybe even F, we are working with the Honda
dealership in Rockville MD in an attempt to have a open house for those members in that area that
have no chapter to call home. It will be in either November or December on a Saturday afternoon.

Will are also working with other Honda Dealers to recruit new members, RETAIN the members we
have. and first and foremostéRI DE!! Letds face it}
motorcycles because we wanted to ride them. We joined GWRRA and met lots of people who also
bought their motorcycles to ride. We got some FREE safety training and here we are. There are a lot
of people working hard to keep you all trained, informed and busy riding. What are you doing in

return?

Now on t o thebsstiichneestisgds scheduled for 10:00 am on Saturday, November 5 th

at Mountain Road Library located at 4730 Mountain Road in Pasadena. Due to the later start time
there will be no breakfast served, we will have coffee & tea and lunch will be from Subway at noon.

Our District Logistics Coordinator, Cathy Kell ey,
ACDO6s for distribution to their members. This mee
WinterThing will be the main topic of conversation but there are other items on the agenda. Please

RSVP to Cheryl at tiggersmommy@hotmail.com if you are attending. We need a head count for lunch

NTL Wednesday, November 2 ™.

The Maryland District will be sponsoring an Officer Certification Program (OCP) class on
Sunday, November 20, 2011 . The class will be conducted in one day beginning at 08:00 AM at the
Ridgely Oaks Professional Center, 621 Ridgely Avenue , Annapolis, MD 21401. Coffee and lunch will be

served. Coffee and light refreshments will be provided.

The OCP program was developed in response to requests by existing Officers who would like help in
making their jobs easier and more fun and to help our newest Officers understand how to actually
fulfill their position. The program was also created in response to the members of GWRRA who have
asked for better experiences within GWRRA. The goal is to enable Chapter Directors, District
Directors and Region Directors to be knowledgeable about the requirements and expectations of
their positions. This class is open to all GWRRA members who are either current or prospective
officers. Please forward this to anyone in your chapter that may be interested in taking the OCP
class.
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If you have not already taken the class, it is encouraged that all Maryland District and Chapter

officers attend this training. It is also encouraged, but not required, that all Chapter Educators and
Chapter Treasurers attend this class. Please promptly RSVP to me (  smspunt@comcast.net, 410-795 -
2445) so that we can properly plan for and prepare for this exciting training event.

If you are unable to attend this class, please let Sidney Spunt know so that he can make
arrangements to attend a class offered by one of our neighboring Districts. He looks forward to
hearing from everyone and participating in a new and exciting training opportunity to benefit you and
the members of your Chapters.

Get out and have fun!

Have Fun, Ride Safe,
and be Knowledgeable

Ray & Cheryl Hartman
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GWRRA MARYLAND DI STRI CT TREASURER

Yes, that means you. The GWRRA MD District ’ o
thanks you for joining us for the WinterThing 2011 %u re Inwte‘{%

and invites you to join us for WinterThing 2012. .
Pajama Party

This time our theme is a Pajama Party with Board
Games. Click here for the web page that will direct !-

you to our event flyer and registration form. This a

time, the registration form will allow you to key all me 9 't

of your information directly on the form before gd lgﬁt
printing it.  Since the form will also total your

registration and any shirt choices with a single click,
the chance of math muffs is completely eliminated. We hope you can join us this January for a
Pajamac| ad Game Ni ght vy o uRuleofor the tabfe dexoratidn compgettion and our
training/seminar schedule will be posted soon.  So, watch here for further updates. Hope to see you
with your o06Game Onoé.

Stay "J" Safe & Look for Motorcycles
Terry L. Gardner
GWRRA MD District Treasurer

g
Pajama P: Game Night

Newsletter inputs are due by the 26th of November
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Ride Educators

As the riding season draws to a close, you may think that

this article is a little ill  -timed. It might be. The purpose,

here, is to draw your attentionto =~ SAFE MOTORCYCLING

and things to think about before you ever get on the bike.

We still have a few 0gooddé riding days ahead of z
is never too early (or late) to think about our safety. This

may also put the wheels in motion before the start of the

next riding season.

Educators are already formulating plans for 4 a
they are going to need participants. Ther e t
orefreshero6 training. Those that are partici n ¢
have already committed to riding safe. Part of that commitment is to continually strive to refine and

improve our riding skills. As we age (and all of us do), our skills slowly suffer due to decreased

reaction time and failing eyesight. Realizing this and practicing our skills can help us to compensate

for these unwanted short -comings.

The foll owing was Oborrowedd6 from the Minnesota DEp:
Riding Tips

Are You Ready to Ride?
Experience Level?

How much riding experience do  you have?

Be realistic, and assess your experience level. Beginner or novice? Experienced  or an expert?

What i f youdre riding with others?

ltds wise to take your experience |l evel, and that}j of
group ride. A novice rider should be careful of the situations that might arise when traveling a group

of experienced riders. An expert, mixed in with a group of novices, should consider the needs and

capabilities of the other riders when selecting destination, pace and following distance.

Knowledge Level
How much do you really know about motorcycle riding?

Ask yourself a few questions to assess knowledge level. If any of the following concepts are
unfamiliar, these are critical skills that are beyond your reach without getting some training.




