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Hello everyone.  

"What a month. ó We started out by taking a                                                                   

3 ½ day weekend trip to Allentown, PA. We                                                                               

combined 3 of our hobbiesériding, camping                                                                               

and Drum Corp. Unfortunately, Mother Nature                                                                                             

put a dent in our plans and turned a 2 night                                                                        

competition into 1, well for us anyway.                                                                                                          

The show went on but the Hartmanõs stayed                                                                             

dry in their RV and watched a movie, LOL.  

 

The next weekend we, along with Chris & Kay Battista from MDJ, attended 

the NY/NJ combined convention. Tim Grimes, Terry Gardner and Sidney 

Spunt were already up there. Ray & I had been asked to judge the Region 

Couple of the Year selection (or so we thought) it turned out that in 

addition to that, we also did the NY and NJ District selections! That was a 

lot of pressure for newbies! We had never judged before, however, once 

the blood pressure and heart rate stabilized we both really enjoyed it. It 

would be nice to see the program back in Maryland. Itõs been way too long 

since weõve had a District Couple. Maryland is still the only District in 

Region B to have a International Couple. Our program was one of the 

strongest and there is not a reason on earth why it can not return to that. 

We, along with Gerry Yager will be working towards this goal so be ready 

for us!  

Last weekend was the Americaõs 9-11 Ride. There is so much we could say 

about this ride, but lets just leave it at thiséif you ever have the 

opportunity to ride in it, DO IT. You will never regret it and you will always 

remember it. MDI had 14 bikes, almost all 2 -up. Unfortunately, this meant 

we were not able to make MDLõs fundraiser on Sunday. From the reports 

we have heard regarding attendance, we werenõt the only ones missing that 

day. This organization is suppose to be all about riding and having fun, that 

is what I hear from so many of you. Well, why are you all not out riding and 

having fun. Each of our Chapters all work very hard to come up with fun 

things to do. We all need to support them.                                  

       Conõt next page 
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As of today, there is a hurricane on the way and everyone is still talking                                                                                                            

about out little earthquake. The movie ò2012ó is starting to sound more                                                                                                                        

and more credible! Mother Nature certainly has a bug up her butté                                                                               

maybe she needs a ride on a Gold Wing to relax her. The impending hurricane                                                                                                                                  

has prompted Debbie Sorrick to cancel the MEC/MAP/Rider Ed booth at the                                                                              

MD State Fair this weekend. Hopefully we can get some volunteers up there                                                                                   

for the end of the event over Labor Day weekend. Weõve had a camping trip                                                                       

planned since last winter so we will not be able to make it.  

 

The District Rendezvous is right around the corner and looks to be very well attended. At last check, 

there were 27 rooms booked! That is wonderful. Please join the group heading up to the PA 

Convention on Saturday. Letõs show our support to the PA District as they support us at 

WinterThingé..buy some goodies from the vendors while youõre at it. 

 

Speaking of WinterThingéthe flyer WILL be out by the end of August. Getting the drawings for the 

logo in took a lot longer than we had anticipated and quite honestly, we got a late start on it. Our 

fault totally. First year and all, donõt worry. Allen is working with BJõs on the shirt prices/varieties/

colors and as soon as that is done Doug will finalize the flyer. We are working on a PDF version that 

can be typed out online and printed out for mailing. This will help create a data base of readable email 

addresses since so many of us have chicken scratch writing. We stole the idea from the NY/NJ team; 

thereõs even totaled everything up for you! No more math errors for Terry to deal with. 

 

The next District meeting is scheduled for November 5 th , location is still TBD. We are trying 

desperately to find a FREE location in the Annapolis area in an attempt to keep it centrally located. 

Please, please if you know of a place that will accommodate around 40 -45 people and will allow us to 

bring our own food in, let us know! We have a location way north or one in Waldorf but would like to 

find something in the middle. The topic of discussion will be WinterThing chapter assignments and 

prep so please make sure every chapter has their reps on hand, thanks!!  

 

Weõve already been brainstorming on ideas to go with our Pajama Party/Game Night theme and had 

Cathy Kelley put an email out asking for donations of old games. Weõd like to decorate with game 

boards and have some complete games in the òcommon roomó to encourage people to sit and play.  

Games are a great way to get to know people and make new friends.                 Conõt next page 
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Weõd also like to do òMinute to Win Itó games and are looking for a chapter or even a group to 

volunteer for this task. Cheryl would like to take it on; unfortunately she canõt due to the fact that 

Ray usually has her running around doing 10 other things. Sheõll help with whatever she can, but just 

canõt head it up. This has the potential to be a lot of fun so letõs really try to make it happen! Now on 

to the costume party. The pajama theme, needless to say, has put the fear of God into some of us. 

Please use common sense when deciding on your costume. We are all adults and we all know what is 

appropriate and what isnõt. Thanks in advance for your cooperation with this. 

 

Itõs hard to believe we are starting to head into fall already. This summer flew by too quickly but 

there is still a lot of riding left to do. After the Rendezvous and PA Convention some of the closer 

events remaining are Wings over the Smokies in NC, Rally in the Valley in VA. Both are a lot of fun 

and are great riding areas. There are numerous chapter rides remaining too. Check out your 

neighboring chapters ride schedules and if you see something you like, go with them! This is another 

great way to meet new friends. See you on the road.  

 

Have Fun, Ride Safe,  

 and be Knowledgeable  

   Ray & Cheryl Hartman 
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GWRRA announced that the Trikes & Bikes Rally in Bowling Green, KY for Sept 30 ð Oct 2, 2011 has 

been canceled. 

 

Given the economic conditions as they are for 2011 and the rallies already planned in this region, 

GWRRA will look to 2012 for a new venue and a way to make it a bigger and better rally.  

 

Wing Ding for 2012 has been announced: The 34th annual Wing Ding will be held at the Allen County 

War Memorial Coliseum in Fort Wayne, Indiana from July 4th through July 7th, 2012. The theme for 

this international convention will be òFun In The Fortó. This will be GWRRA third trip to Fort Wayne. 

 

New membership benefit: VPI Pet Insurance. Many of our pets are like family, why not insure them 

also. Protect your pets should they become injured or become ill. VPI Pet Insurance provides 

healthcare coverage for your dog, cat, bird, hamster or other exotic pet. As a member of GWRRA, 

you will receive a 5% group discount on your VPI policy. Plus, owners of multiple pets are entitled to 

additional discounts. You are free to visit any veterinarian, anywhere in the United States. For more 

information call 877 -PETS-VPI or 877 -738 -7874.  

 

 

 

News from National ñREMINDER   
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Membership Enhancement - A job we all need to do  
(worth repeating)  

In recent months there has been an earnest effort put forth by our Districts and Chapters to make 

contact with our Members that have not been actively participating with our Chapters. The results 

are outstanding. Across our Association our Membership retention is up and it is a direct result from 

everyone taking that extra step to contact these Members. Some of these Members are relatively 

new, while others have been around for a few years.  

 

One thing they all have in common is that they are very appreciative that someone took the time and 

invited them to participate in GWRRA Chapter Life.  

 

I encourage everyone to keep up the good work. Another very positive trend is our recruiting efforts. 

Last year from January 1st to the end of February we had recruited 1,353 new Members. The same 

period this year the number is up 40% to 2,228 new Members. That is incredible... If we are able to 

maintain this throughout the year we will recruit between 14,000 and 16,000 new Members. That 

means, on average, Chapters will gain between 17 and 20 new Members to contact this year. Combining 

these two efforts (solid, retention and recruiting) will allow our Chapters, District, and Regions to 

grow and continue to prosper.  

 

There is nothing more satisfying for a Chapter Team than to see all these new faces at their 

Gatherings and Events. This brings me to the crux of my thoughts. How do you keep new Members 

once you get them to come to one of your Chapter Gatherings or Events? A positive first impression 

of the Chapter is so essential to ensuring that these new Members leave your Gathering having a good 

time and wanting to return. There are several things you can do to ensure this happens. For sure you 

need a plan to ensure things go smoothly. Initial contact: Have a Sunshine person or couple that 

greets everyone at the door as they arriveé It is important new Members feel welcome to your 

Gathering as soon as they walk in the door. It is essential to find out who they are and where theyõre 

from, prior to the Gathering.  

 

Typically the Chapter Director does not have time to meet and greet new Members prior to the start 

of the Gathering, so the greeter is key first step in greeting new Members or Visitors. Once they 

have been properly greeted we move to the second step of our plan. Make them feel at home: 

Introducing them to another couple to take them through introductions and explain what is going on 

during the Gathering.  

 

This couple needs to take a genuine interest in this new Member's). They are there to listen and 

explain what is going on. Write down their names, where theyõre from, how they can be reached, what 

they ride, how they heard about the Chapter, etc... They should be given the Chapter Newsletter, 

flyers on upcoming events and any other information pertaining to Chapter Fun activities or other 

GWRRA area activities. Many people are bashful amongst a new group of people, so the Chapter 

Director should have the òmentoringó couple introduce the ònewbie's)ó to the Chapter. Leadership 

introductions: Introducing this new Member's) to the Chapter Team.           

            Contõd next page 
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 Maryland District Couple of the Year Coordinator  
 

 

 

 

Hello All!  This has been a very busy summer for me.  First of all, on April 29 th  I retired from my job 

with a government contractor (23+ years).  I miss some of the people I worked with but absolutely do 

not miss the stress or the commute ð no more fighting traffic twice a day, five days a week.  My 

sister -in- law (living in Florida) retired at the same time so to celebrate we met each other in 

Nashville for five days of luxury (stayed at the Grand Old Opry Hotel), treated ourselves to a spa 

treatment, went line dancing several times and did lots of sightseeing.  We had a grand old time!  

 

May 5 th  ð 11th  I attended Americade.  I wasnõt yet ready to ride my Spyder that far so I followed the 

group of bikers in my car.  While in New York, Shelley Greene of Chapter I rode me around on her 

trike.  We had a great time and everyone was grateful that I had brought my car to carry all the 

purchases from the many vendors who were there.  

 

August 6 th -17th  I went on the District Cruise to Alaska.  It was a fabulous trip!  Many thanks to Tom 
McCormick (Chapter A) for setting it all up.  The Princess Diamond is a gorgeous ship.  Even though 

my sister and I shared an inside room (no windows), the room was extremely nice with enough mirrors 

to make the room seem larger.  And, Alaska is so beautiful!   

If youõve never been there, it is worth looking into making the  

trip in the future.     

 

 

  Tom & Gail McCormick  

   

 Formal Dining Room on Ship Mountain and Glacier  Look at the huge cabbage  
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