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Hello everyone.  

Ah, Springé..well, sort of! Donõt you just love it                                                   

when itõs 85 one day and 55 the next? Weõve                                                 

managed to get out 2 times so far. Monday,                                                       

April 4 th  was absolutely scrumptious! A tad windy,                                                      

but gorgeous overalléAND the day of the greatly                                               

anticipated grand opening of the new Dairy Queen                                                    

in La Plata. Rest assured, Chapter I and Terry Gardner from J opened it in style! 

Sunday the 10 th  we had several bikes make the trip up to Arlington to say hi to 

Rick Yager on the 1 year anniversary of his passing. Itõs so hard to believe it has 

been a year. We all miss you dearly Rick! After the cemetery we headed down to 

Lusby for the Motorcycle Safety Day. Good turn out from what we saw. Thanks to 

everyone who showed up and made the day a success.  

Update from last monthéthe new furniture is safe and secure in the living room! 

We both love it so I guess the arguing was worth it. The deck is at about 90% but 

very usable and the basement remodel is at about 95%. The carpet went in two 

weeks ago and we are on to the trim and touch -up painting. The family arrived for 

Easter weekend, and what a hectic weekend it was at Hartman house! Cheryl had 

been working on a surprise birthday party for Ray for sometime and that time had 

come. The day started out with a bang, the house full of guests, and our sewer 

main gets clogged up. Ray and a friend that is a plumber worked on it for over 4 

hours. The plumbers 75 ft. snake would not do the trick so off to H.D. to rent a 

100 ft. heavy machine. That worked, but Ray was now not in any mood to go 

anywhere. The whole idea was to go to our close friends daughters graduation 

party (all faked of course) and everyone would be there to surprise Ray. Well, all 

worked out, all the family and many great friends were all there and Ray did not 

really know until he opened the door.  SURPISE!!!!!!! Great time was had, and we 

would like to thank those that made his 50 th  birthday party a great success.  

Easter day was spent with the family.  

We hope to have favorable weather in May and will get to see allot of you out and 

about on our Wings.  Letõs get those PASSPORTS filled out. Remember, you can 

get it signed for any GWRRA event; Chapter Gatherings, Ice Cream rides, dinner 

rides etc. If your Chapter has 3 rides a month plus a Chapter Gathering ñyou can 

get 4 signatures just by attending your own Chapter events in a single month. So 

make sure you bring your PASSPORT with you at all times. There will be some 

really nice rewards for the top three in our District and I hope each of the 

Chapters will also have their own incentives going on their level.  

       (continued next page)  
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 Along with spring, comes the increased interest in Motorcycling. May is Motorcycle Awareness Month and we 

are kicking it off again this year at the Blue Crabs game in Waldorf MD. All you can eat/drink buffet, a great 

baseball game and of course, great friends.  We will have a parade before the game and present the colors. So, 

come join us.  

 

This is the time we should ramp up our Recruiting efforts.  

The second part of recruiting is making sure the people who have already joined GWRRA are welcomed into a 

Chapter and are actively participating with you. Director Stiger has provided us with detailed information that 

shows that 50% of our members have been with GWRRA for 5 years or less. We can recruit well but we 

certainly need to do a better job of retaining these members. The more involved they are with a Chapter, the 

more likely they will remain members and your friends! Make sure someone in your Chapter reaches out to 

anyone who has not attended an event in awhile or has shown up on the ARL as a new GWRRA member in your 

area. 
 

        Have Fun, Ride Safe,  

        and be Knowledgeable 

        Ray & Cheryl Hartman 

District Directors  

Newsletter inputs are due by the 26th of May  

     

 



P A G E  3  V O L U M E  3 0 ,  I S S U E  5   

Spring Has Sprung Bringing More Dangers to Motorcyclist  
 

Now with Spring here, I thought warm weather was or should be right  

behind it got me to thinking again about safety issues.  

 

Hopefully weõve all taken some time to dust off our bikes and trikes, and yes  

remove the clothes you had hanging on it all winter. We have all spent time tuning and polishing our rides and by 

now should have been out to a parking lot somewhere and polished our skills. Looks like weõre ready to ride right!  

Keep in mind along with Spring come April showers which bring May flowers and with the showers often comes 

thunderstorms, and with them comes what?  

  

 

Lightning , is an atmospheric  discharge of rare uncontrolled electricity  accompanied by thunder , which typically 

occurs during thunderstorms . According to experts, lightning kills more Americans in an average year than 

hurricanes and tornadoes combined, and can be particular deadly for motorcyclists. Surprisingly enough, people traveling 

in cars are actually relatively safe in thunderstorms, because lightning tends to hit the metal cage of the car and 

follow that metal to ground, often leaving the car's occupants unhurt.  Ah, but we're safe, too, right, because we're 

rolling along on rubber tires that insulate us from the ground?  Wrong!  That small amount of insulation means little 

when compared to the incredible voltage in a lightning bolt. There have been many documented cases of 

motorcyclists being struck by lightning, usually with tragic results.  Remember, if you have a radio the antenna can be a 

lighting rod if not it could be you.   

 

An expert with the National Weather Service notes  that motorcyclists need to be aware of the risks when riding 

through thunderstorms.  L ightning can travel seven miles or more before striking the ground. And since sound takes 

about five seconds to travel a mile, that means if the time between the flash and bang is less than 35 seconds, the 

lightning is close enough to hit you.  A leader of a bolt of lightning can travel at speeds of 140,000 mph, and can 

reach temperatures  approaching 54,000  °F, hot enough to fuse silica  sand into glass channels.  That means itõs 

FAST and HOT and if you can see it, it can see you!   

       

WHAT TO DO?   If you f ind  yourself approaching a thunderstorm, your first, and safest, option is to stop and 

find shel ter in a store, gas station or restaurant. If you're caught out of range of buildings, hiding under a freeway 

overpass can help, but don't seek shelter under a tree, that can actually increase your chances of getting hit.  No 

buildings or bridges? Look for a low spot, pull off the road, park your bike and walk about 20 yards away from it. Then 

crouch down to get as low as possible while keeping only the balls of your feet in contact with the  ground. Under 

those circumstances, the bike may be a more attractive target than you.  And if you're traveling in a group, 

stop and spread out, with about 20 yards between each person, so that a single strike doesn't hit all of you.   

 

Sources:  American Motorcyclist and Wikipedia  
 

Bruce Hill and Regina 

ADD Maryland  

Assistant District Director  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earth%27s_atmosphere
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electricity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thunder
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thunderstorm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temperature
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silica
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They are in the monthly and semiannual Area Report Lists that are sent to all Region, District and Chapter 

Membership Enhancement Coordinators as well as Directors and Assistants. The report contains different tabs 

that when clicked reveal the following information, expiring members, folks whose membership  

in GWRRA is due for renewal within the up and coming months, expired members , someone that has allowed 

his/her membership to lapse. Call these folks, let them know their membership is up for renewal, or worse has 

lapsed. Let them know you missed seeing them at your gatherings, ask how they are, where have they been, and 

most important, you noticed they have not been around. Make certain you invite them o your next gathering or 

function. When a member stops attending gatherings, rides and events reach out to them, don't wait, do it 

today! The "hottest tab" potential members are your ace in the hole, these folks have done all the work, and all 

we have to do is hook em and reel em in. Ours simply for the asking, but we must ask. These are the folks that 

have contacted National and asked what is GWRRA all about, where do I go and when should I be there?  

They are waiting, no they are asking for you to contact them, talk to them and invite them to a gathering or 

event today, tomorrow may be too late!  

This is the area that most Chapters are really losing out on, as a direct result of ignoring this section of the 

report GWRRA and our chapters are losing the majority of its members. These are the ones that have taken a 

one or three year membership when they initially joined. We are not necessarily losing them in that time frame; 

we are actually losing them in the first 3 months simply because no one followed up and called them.  

I know many of you will read this and think it is not so, folks, it is so and it is all of our faults. Let's not point 

fingers, nor look back, instead let us all work together to fix the problem. First of all, find qualified persons to 

serve as District and Chapter M.E.C.'s. In cooperation with your D.D and C.D's they make the initial contact.  

Working the A.R.L. properly will add many people to your chapters. The District MEC is appointed by the Region 

MEC in concurrence with the D.D. The chapter MEC is appointed by the District MEC with concurrence of the 

C.D. All MEC's are officers of GWRRA. It is very important the right people are chosen as MEC, at whatever 

level, they must understand the ARL , realize the importance of working the list and have the ability to speak 

with both expiring and potential members. In many cases they are the initial contact your chapter will have to 

the potential member. You may only get one chance, so make it òGOODó. Reaching out to all members is key; 

they should be contacted by phone, e -mail and in person.  If you have any questions or need any guidance about 

the ARL feel free to give us a call we are always available and look forward to assisting you.  732 - 887 - 0374  

We are in the process of offering the ARL in a simpler user friendly view which will enable everyone to more 

easily identify who needs to be contacted and why. We are hopeful this will yield more positive results as we 

work the lists. We hope to have it available within the next month.  

We will keep you posted. Another benefit in making the information user friendly is it may expand your choices 

of people to step up and accept MEC positions., They will not need such a sophisticated computer system, 

special programs to open the information or the knowledge base to read and understand the list.  

In closing, retention and recruiting is the key to the health and well being of our chapters and our entire 

organization.  

Next month we will offer some ideas about getting out in public places to find potential members.  

Michael and Nancy Mandell  

Region"B" M.E.C. 

Region òBó Membership Enhancement Coordinators 

Region òBó Couple of The Year Coordinators 

 

News from the Northeast Region (conõt) 
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Ride Educators   
Riding season has reached parts of our Region and more and more                                                                            

of us are starting to get back on the road enjoying the opportunity                                                                    

to RIDE.  Before getting too excited about the return of the riding                                                                                

season, please take a moment to review and renew some of the basic                                                                            

riding functions that will make your riding experience enjoyable and safe.  

We have compiled some tips for three areas that we feel are most affected by inactivity (non -riding) during 

the cooler winter months.  Spending a little time re -training our muscles and minds, to performing these tasks, 

will go a long way towards making our riding experience safer.  

 

Braking  
According to the Hurt Study , in single vehicle accidents, motorcycle rider errors were present as the accident 

precipitating factor in about two -thirds of the cases, with the typical error being a slide out and fall due to 

over braking or running wide on a curve due to excess speed or under -cornering.  

Braking is probably the most important action that a rider can perform. Braking allows us to quickly slow down 

and come to a stop before hitting an obstacle.  

Most riders do not fully understand the distance that is required to bring the bike to a full stop. Braking 

distance increases with speed, and unfortunately the increase is not linear.  

If a bike that is doing 30 MPH can stop in 33 feet it doesn't mean that if the same bike is doing 60 MPH it 

would be able to stop in 66 feet; it actually will take 134 feet! The increase in braking distance is the square of 

the speed increase.  

Any reduction in the speed you are traveling will decrease enormously your braking distance. Motovike.com 

provides us with the following chart.   Refer to it for a clear idea of braking distances, but be aware that this 

chart doesn't include your perception/reaction time (which will increase your braking distance considerably).  

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proper usage of the front and back brakes can be the difference between life and death in a close 

situation.   In a normal situation, braking is pretty straightforward.   Unless you are on a slippery surface, use 

both brakes to stop or slow your motorcycle.    

Be aware that the front brake provides 70 to 100 percent of the stopping power of a motorcycle.   With that in 

mind, you want to practice using more front brake than rear.   An ideal situation is to have a balance between 

the front and rear brakes, with about 70% of the emphasis on the front.  
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Speed  Braking Distance  

90 MPH  300 feet  

80 MPH  238 feet  

70 MPH  182 feet  

60 MPH  134 feet  

50 MPH  93 feet  

40 MPH  59 feet  

30 MPH  33 feet  

20 MPH  15 feet  

10 MPH  4 feet  
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Let's go over an ideal breaking situation:  

1. You apply both brakes (the front and the back) gradually and with almost equal force for the first phase of 

your braking.  

2. The weight will transfer forward as the front suspension compresses, and your arms bend, the front tire 

now bites into the pavement.  

3. There's now more weight on the front  

4. You now let off most - or all - of the rear brake and increase pressure on the front, which now has most or 

all the grip. This middle phase of braking can be 100%:0% - if it is less than 85% front, you probably aren't 

braking near your bike's limits.  

5. The bike slows and the forces you are exerting through the brakes and tires diminish (the energy in the 

bike is proportional to the square of your speed).  

6. The front begins to rise back up on its suspension.  

7.  You taper off on the front brake - to prevent a slow speed lock up - and increase the rear brake pressure 

once more. 
 

A number of things happen when you start to apply the front brake. First, the shocks will compress as the bike 

transfers weight to the front. This puts weight and extra traction on the front wheel. At this point, you are 

doing normal braking. If you continue to squeeze the brake lever, the front brake will get more and more 

weight on it. Eventually, most of the bike's weight will be on the front wheel. At this point, you are fairly close 

to threshold braking. If you continue to squeeze, the front wheel will start to complain.  

If you feel this, you are at maximum braking.   What you are experiencing is caused by the tire locking for 

fractions of a second then rotating again, and the movement is the tire sliding just a fraction of an inch or so, 

then regaining its grip, then sliding again. If it didn't regain its grip, it'd go into full lock and bad things would 

happen.  

Just as when driving a car, braking on a slippery surface should be done with a lot more care. Start braking in 

time because it will take the same amount of weight a lot more time to stop on a surface with less friction than 

it would on a dry surface with high friction.  

 

{¢99wLbD !b5 wL5LbD !¢ {[h² {t995{ 

Steering is the easy part right?   Not always.  

When driving above 15 -20 mph, the motorcycle's wheels act like gyroscopes. These spinning masses of wheel 

and tire combine to create a gyroscopic force. How do you overcome this force to get your bike to turn?  

You don't.  

When you attempt to push a spinning wheel to the right or the left, the wheel and the rest of the bike 

attached to it, will lean in the opposite direction. This is called counter -steering. Turn the bars left, and lean 

right. It is the only way to steer a motorcycle when going over 15 mph.  

This is not a technique to learn in a moment of panic, it only works if you practice it. Unless the action is 

second nature, you will return to your old habits during an emergency.  

 

Riding at Slow Speeds  

Riding fast is fun.   Unfortunately to even get to where we can drive fast, we often have to sludge through 

traffic, urban areas or neighborhoods where slow riding is necessary.  

 

                                                                      (conõt next page) 
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Slow riding tricks include:  
 

Proper posture  

Sit comfortably on the bike and keep your knees against the tank. Try not to move around too much as this 

transfers weight around and provides steering input to the bike. And keep your feet on the foot -pegs.  

 

Sighting  

Failure to look ahead is one of the most common errors with slow speed riding. A good way to practice this is 

setting up cones about four yards apart and slaloming though them. Vary the distance between cones if your 

bike can't make it. As you are going between two cones, you should be looking at the path you want to take in 

the next gate, which should be about 3 to 5 cones ahead. Many riders look 3.0 to 5.0 feet ahead which causes 

them to be shaky. Looking the proper distance ahead gives your mind enough time to plan a route, so you don't 

have to make so many last -minute corrections. Force yourself to look far ahead.  

 

The Front Brake  

Under normal conditions, the front brake is an invaluable tool for keeping your bike under control. However, at 

very slow speeds while the front wheel is turned, the front brake can be too strong to provide a smooth stop. I 

tend not to use the front brake at very low speeds. The rear has more than enough power to stop you at these 

speeds, just be careful not to shift around to get your foot on the brake pedal (if it isn't already, as it should 

be), or you'll upset the bike's balance.  

 

Clutch Slipping  

Another major key to slow speed control is the clutch. Most motorcycles have wet clutches, which means that 

the friction plates are bathed in oil to keep them cool. This means that slipping a clutch is not a problem for a 

short time. When riding at a speed that is slower than your idle will let you go, control your speed by pulling in 

the clutch past the friction point to disengage the engine from the rear wheel. The friction point is the point 

that the clutch just starts to 'grab' and transfer power to the rear wheel. When you feel unsteady, because 

you are going so slowly you feel you almost have to put your foot down, then let out the clutch a bit to speed up 

until you're steady. You can do this for quite some time without hurting the clutch.  

 

Cornering  

Poor cornering is responsible for most bike accidents which do not involve other vehicles. Enter a corner too 

fast, grab the brakes mid corner when you realize you can't make it and you're well on your way to a visit to 

the ditch and possibly the local Emergency Room.  

A corner should be taken in a fluid line, at a correct speed (not too fast!), in the proper gear, and with the 

throttle slightly on.   Accelerate gradually through the turn and use counter -steering to initiate the lean into 

the corner.   Maintain pressure until the desired lean angle is established. Adjust the pressure to allow the 

front end to stabilize at an appropriate lean angle to follow the line through the turn.  

Your acceleration should begin only when you can see the exit to the turn, before you can see the exit, maintain 

your entry speed.  

Again, this is something to practice, start at slower speeds until you feel more confident.  

If you are not sure how fast to enter a turn, look for road signs, they often have some sort of warning about 

the severity of a turn.   The behavior of vehicles in front of you is also a good indication, if they are braking 

hard as they enter the corner, it may be more severe than you think.  

V O L U M E  3 0 ,  I S S U E  5   
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Key Cornering Tips  

Keep the power on slightly as you round the turn, to counter the effect of the turn and maintain your bike's 

stability. Keep your head up and physically look where you want to go, this will help you put the bike where you 

want it to be and the position will feel more natural. If you stare at the edge of the road, that's where you'll 

end up. 

Avoid using the brakes when cornering If you need to slow down use engine braking, if that is not enough then 

apply brakes with caution, you do not want to exceed the traction limit.  

Keep your arms loose and your weight off the bars, as this will increase your control. If you press down slightly 

on the pegs you'll find that steering becomes a lot lighter and the bike will be more responsive.  

 

Target fixation  

While driving (any kind of vehicle) and turn your head, you tend to steer in the direction you are looking.  

Target fixation is simply a way to take advantage of that fact. All you do is look in the direction you want to go 

(preferable AWAY from danger)!    As a reaction you will steer yourself in the direction of your gaze.  

Now, get out there and RIDE.  Remember to take your òPassportó with you and get those pages filled from all 

of the great locations that you visit on your awesome rides.  

 

 

Ride Safe, Ride Often and Keep the Shiny Side Up.  
 

Tim & Anna Grimes 

GWRRA Northeast Region Educators  

GWRRA Maryland District Educator  

GWRRA CPR/FA Trainers  

GWRRA Rider Course Master Instructor  

E-mail: tim@gwrramdi.org  

 

Please be alert on the road and watch for all vehicles; ESPECIALLY MOTORCYCLES.  
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NEWSLETTER EDITORS                                conõt from last month 

How I Remember Baltimore (Balmore Hon -are you a real one?)  

How about the pretty young Car Hops who served your order at The Varsity, Hobb's on old Route 40 in West 

Baltimore, and The Thunderbird on Eastern Avenue. Great hamburgers and shakes plus a great hang -out to 

show off your father's car. Bunny's on Pulaski Highway was home of The Thing --  if you ate it all you got it 

free. When somebody gave their phone number as MUlberry - 6 or ATwater -4 or TUxedo -9, you knew right 

where they were from.  

You've been on Sunday drives through 'Droodle Park' and watched the submarine races at Loch Raven or Lake 

Montebello. Also enjoyed the flowers and sites at Sherwood Gardens in the Springtime. How about 

Baltimore's own Ronnie Dove?  

We had a functioning light rail system. The city and adjoining counties were linked by streetcars which plied 

the tracks for 104 years before the buses ultimately won on November 3, 1963. Car drivers, bike riders, and 

pedestrians had to avoid streetcar tracks long after the streetcars were out of business.    It took years to 

dig up the tracks, though some are still evident on paved -over cobblestone streets. Now we are spending a 

gazillion dollars trying to re -create the original version of light rail.       

You remember when there was home delivery of the Morning Sun, The Evening Sun, The Sunday Sun, The 

News-Post, and The Sunday American. The last two were later the News -American. And all long before the 

City Paper made its debut.     

You looked forward to Earl Weaver antics over a bad call...... Okay, over any call. You remember: laughing at 

bawdy jokes and political comments scrawled in white shoe polish on the front window of Turkey Joe's Bar in 

Fells Point; eating at Pollack Johnnie's, Lexington Market, Attman's, Bel -Loc Diner, Cimino's, Little Tavern 

(buy'em by the bag), White Castle, the G & A, AJ's Dog House, Horn & Horn, Oriole Cafeteria, 

Bickford's,White Coffee Pot, Hot Shoppes, Ameche's, Gino's, Read's, Hooper's, and Silber's Bakery. You've 

seen the governor and other dignitaries standing in line, in the rain, outside of Haussner's, because they never 

took reservations.          

You remember Friendship Airport (later BWI) and Harbor Field (now Dundalk Marine Terminal). You 

remember Mister Ray's Hair Weave commercials. How about Harley's late -night radio shows with his theme 

song "Sailing Down the Chesapeake Bay".  

You remember driving over the old Kent Narrows Drawbridge that snarled weekend traffic coming home from 

the Ocean. You remember 17 -mile traffic backups coming back from Ocean City on holiday weekends.  

You had plenty of friends who worked at Sparrows Point, and each had an ugly old 'point car' to drive to work. 

Everybody else (it seemed) worked for GM on Broening Hwy., Western Electric, or National Brewery.  

You remember going to see the fabulous Fire Department Christmas Train Gardens. Fire House 28 on Guilford 

Ave. had a very big display. You remember when Fort Holabird was alive and thriving. You love to see the 

Domino Sugar sign reflecting across the harbor. You remember when Social Security moved out of the Candler 

Building to their new complex in Woodlawn.        

You remember seeing the Four Seasons perform at Painters Mill or at ClubVenus. You saw the Beatles, the 

Beach Boys, Dave Clark Five, the Rolling Stones, the Monkees, and Peter, Paul & Mary at the Civic Center. You 

saw Emerson, Lake, and Palmer at the Lyric. You saw Otis Reading, the FourTops, and the Temptations at 

Calvert Hall. You didn't save a single program!  

More Park's sausages Mom, please!  

You remember the rotating restaurant on top of the Holiday Inn on Light Street. You've had the monster 

Powerhouse burger at one of four Ameche's Drive -ins, long before there was a McDonald's in sight. You could 

"Meet'cha at Ameche's" at Loch Raven and Taylor, 5800 Reisterstown Rd., 7700 Wise Av., or Ritchie Hwy. at 

5th in Glen Burnie. All gone! A few years later you could also have a 15 -cent burger at Gino Marchetti's or 

drive through the Circle for a Cheesy -Q. They're gone too!          

 

V O L U M E  3 0 ,  I S S U E  5   P A G E  9  



                                                                                           conõt from last month 

How I Remember Baltimore (Balmore Hon - are you a real one?)  

You remember when the Baltimore Civic Center was home to the Baltimore Bullets, the Blast, the Clippers, as  

well as rock concerts, car shows, horse shows, civil -service exams, circuses, ice shows, and graduations.  

 

You and your Mom shopped at Braeger -Gutman's, Hutzler's, Stewart's, Hochschild Kohn, Robert Hall, The 

May Company, Hecht's, Peck & Peck, Hamburger's, Epstein's, Woolworth's, S.S. Kresge, McCrory's, Ben 

Franklin, Dack's 5 &10, E.J.. Korvettes, Two Guys, Cook's, Caldor, Hechinger's, and of course... Shockett's on 

Broadway or Eastern Avenue. Shopping on The Avenue meant Eastern Avenue in Highlandtown, unless of 

course you were from the other side of town. Then it was 36th St.  

You've cruised Ameche's, the Circle, Champ's, and Topps parking lots on a week -end evening to see the muscle 

cars. You know that an Arabber is a guy who sells fruit and vegetables from a horse drawn cart.  

You remember when the city po -leece cars went from black and white, to blue and white, then to all white with 

red and blue stripes. You know live crabs are at their very meanest right before steaming, and that if one gets 

you, he WILL NOT let go!  

You always knew where to find Blaze Starr.  

You remember a very green if not genetically Irish Hyman Pressman marching in the St. Patrick's Day 

parades, and Louis L. Goldstein with his immortal "God bless you all real good"   wishes. You remember special 

deli shopping trips to Stone's Bakery, Jack's Corned Beef, Weiss Deli, and Attman's Deli on Lombard St., 

right in the heart of the high rise projects. (This was called Jew Town and the sandwiches were tremendous.)  

You remember the Gwynn Oak, Carlin's, and Bay Shore amusement parks. You know where to park for the 

Preakness. You don't think that Assawoman Bay is a strange name.  

You are an expert crab picker who always volunteers to teach visitors the only (and best) way to pick a 

steamed crab. Of course everyone else around you will interrupt the lesson to show your new student their 

best way, and confusion will reign. This will never change!  

 

You had to be ready to yell out your order at Captain Harvey's or risk jeers from all the longshoremen in line.  

You had to pull out the BS sign when Robert Irsay declared that he had to move (steal) the Colts from 

Baltimore because (he claimed) the city would not support a team. We didn't get to be the world's largest 

outdoor insane asylum for nothing.  

 

The names of Johnny Unitas, Raymond Berry, Bill Pellington, Art Donovan,Tom Matte, Alan Ameche, Gino 

Marchetti, Jim Mutscheler, Lenny Moore, John Mackey, Big Daddy, Jimmy Orr, Bert Jones, Andy Nelson, Billy 

Pricer, Lydell Mitchell, John Dutton, Mike Barnes, Joe Ehrman, Fred Cook, and many others are held in 

reverence to this day! Won't support a team ...... hmmm!  

Everybody knows what the 'zink'   and 'payment' are, and just how important it is to 'warsh them marble 

stoops.' You yell out "O" during the Star Spangled Banner. And no matter where you are, you laugh when you 

see signs saying Maryland Crab Cakes! 

 

You say 'Blare Road' for Bel Air Road. There was Kirby Scott, Johnny Dark, Jack Edwards on WCAO, Jay 

Grason and Galen Fromm on WBAL, Lee Case on WCBM, Mike March, Johnny Walker, and the Flying Dutchman 

on WFBR, and Joe Buccheri on a variety of Classic Rock stations... to name but a few.  

You were confused for a few years after they swapped one -way directions on Lombard and Pratt Streets. How 

about laughing to the Johnny Walker morning show on WFBR, and his risqué shows at the Barge?  

You miss the RCA dog. 

 

Maybe you learned a bit more about Baltimore, even if you grew up hereéé.  Paul & Betty Koermer 

V O L U M E  3 0 ,  I S S U E  5   P A G E  1 0  



Tom and Gail McCormick from Chapter A sent:  

ICEñIn Case of Emergency  

Apparently this is a standard procedure all paramedics follow at the scene of an  

accident when they come across your cell phone. > ICE - 'In Case of Emergency'  

We all carry our mobile phones with names & numbers stored in its memory but  

nobody, other than ourselves, knows which of these numbers belong to our closest  

family or friends.   

 

If we were to be involved in an accident or were taken ill, the people attending us would have our mobile phone 

but wouldn't know who to call. Yes, there are hundreds of numbers stored but which one is the contact person 

in case of an emergency? Hence this 'ICE' (In Case of Emergency) Campaign the concept of 'ICE' is catching 

on quickly. It is a method of contact during emergency situations.    

 

As cell (mobile) phones are carried by the majority of the population, all you need to do is store the number of 

a contact person or persons who should be contacted during emergency under the name 'ICE' (In Case Of 

Emergency).   

 

The idea was thought up by a paramedic who found that when he went to the scenes of accidents, there were 

always mobile phones with patients, but they didn't know which number to call. He therefore thought that it 

would be a good idea if there was a nationally recognized name for this purpose. In an emergency situation, 

Emergency Service personnel and hospital Staff would be able to quickly contact the right person by simply 

dialing the number you have stored as 'ICE.'   

 

For more than one contact name simply enter ICE1, ICE2 and ICE3 etc. A great idea that will make a 

difference! Let's spread the concept of ICE by storing an ICE number in our Mobile phones today!  

MESSAGES FROM YOUR LOCAL CHAPTERS  

 

 

Ray & Cheryl Hartman from Chapter I sent: (Reminder)  

HOT OFF THE PRESS  

Beginning with our April gathering, Chapter I will be playing the òMarble Gameó. Come join us  

for a chance to win big bucks! There will be 200 white marbles in a bag along with 1 green  

and 4 red ones. Purchase tickets (1) for $1 or (6) for $5 for your chance to draw. The green  

marble wins the accumulative pot, a red marble gives you a 2 nd chance to draw and a white one  

means òbetter luck next monthó. The white marbles will not be returned to the bag. Chapter I will start the pot 

out at $50 and 50% of the ticket sales each month will be added. The other 50% will go towards paying for 

MDIõs 20th  Anniversary bash next March. Come join in the fun and GOOD LUCK!  

 

Sue Miller from Chapter H sent:   (Reminder)  

WE NEED YOU AT THE FAIR, UNDER THE BIG TOP!  

Dave & Debbie Sorrick are looking for help in setting up and manning a Motor Awareness/Rider Education booth 

at the State Fair from August26 ñSeptember 5.  Please contact them (dcsorric@hotmail.com) if you are 

interested in participating.  More to follow.     

 



The Rain  
It was a busy morning, about 8:30, when an elderly   

gentleman in his 80's arrived to have stitches removed  

from his thumb.  He said he was in a hurry as he had an   
appointment at 9:00 am.  I took his vital signs and had  

him take a seat,  knowing it would be over an hour   before someone would  

Be able to see him. I saw him looking at his watch and   decided, since I  
was not busy with another patient,  I would evaluate his wound.   

On exam, it was well healed, so I talked to one of the   

doctors, got the needed supplies to remove his sutures  

and redress his wound.  
 

While taking care of his wound, I asked him if he   

had another doctor's appointment   this morning, as  
he was in such a hurry.The gentleman told me no, that he   

needed to go to the nursing home to eat breakfast   

with his wife. I inquired as to her health.   
 

He told me that  she had been there for a while and that she   

was a victim of Alzheimer's Disease. As we talked, I asked if  

she would be  upset if he was a bit late.   
He replied that she no longer knew  who he was, that she  

had not  recognized him in five years now.I was surprised, and asked him,   

'And you still go every morning, even though she   

doesn't know who you are?  

He smiled as he patted my hand and said,  
òShe doesn't know me, but I still know who she is.ó 

 
I had to hold back tears as he left, I had goose bumps   

on my arm, and thought,'That is the kind of love I want in my life.  
True love is neither physical, nor romantic.  

True love is an acceptance of all that is,  has been, will be, and will not be.  
 

I hope you share this with someone you  care about. I just did.  
'Life isn't about how to survive the storm, But how to dance  in the rain.   

We are all getting Older Tomorrow may be our turn.  

 



90 Day Outlook  

Maryland Chapterõs Upcoming Events 

 

June 18 MD-C Pig Roast fundraiser ð Glen Burnie, Maryland  

August 6 ð17 Maryland District Alaska Cruise  

August 18ð20 Americaõs 9-11 Ride 

August 21 MD-L Ice Cream Sundae Fundraiser  

August 26 - 

September 5  

Motor Awareness   - State Fair   - TBA 

 Northeast Region and Neighboring Region/District Events  

 Remember the District Events in our Region count towards the Visit -A-District program for visitation bars.  

June 7ð11 Americade ð Lake George, New York  

June 16ð18 West Virginia District Convention/Rally  

July 6 ð9     Wing Ding ð Knoxville, Tennessee 

 

 

  

V O L U M E  3 0 ,  I S S U E  5 4  P A G E  1 3  

May 2011 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1District MAP Baseball  

MD-B Bless the Bikes  

2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 
Law Ride-DC  

9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21MD-I òMagical 

History Tour  

22 23 24 25 26 27Elkins West 

Virginia Memorial Ride  

27-30  

28 

29 30 31     

http://www.americas911ride.org/
http://tourexpo.com/data/index.php
http://www.wvgwrra.org/
http://www.wing-ding.org/



