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Hello everyone.  

     By now Iõm sure youõve all heard of the major  

change at the top of Maryland District Team  

chart.  Well, if you have been under a rock or just  

have not kept up with things lately, Allen & Gwen  

Willingham have stepped down as our District  

Directors.  Cheryl and I have accepted the  

appointment as your new District Directors.  The District staff will stay intact 

with only a few changes. Starting next month, Pete & Alice Surrette will now be 

our second pair of Assistant District Directors, Paul & Betty Koermer  will be the 

new District Newsletter Editors, Steve & Cathy Kelley will be our District 

Logistics Coordinators and Doug Walmsley our new District Webmaster.  We want 

to personally thank each and everyone one on our District Team for staying on or 

stepping up.  

     The past two months have been very busy for all of us on the District Team has 

had to prepare for WinterThing 2011.  If you where there, then you know an 

excellent time was had by all.  The Friday night Renaissance themed dance was a 

great time.  For the second year in a row, you really had to look hard to find 

someone NOT dressed up in costume.  The dance floor was full all night long and 

the table decorations were awesome.  There were 204 total attendees for the 

many seminars that took place over the weekend.  The WinterThing Speedway 

races, Wii Bowling tournament, and the MVAõs bike simulators were a big success 

as always.  The Saturday nightõs dinner banquet was also excellent again.  That is 

where Allen & Gwen handed off the torch and ran for their lives.  It is now behind 

us and we look forward to a new year and next yearõs WinterThing.   

     We want you all to know we are here to help make your Chapters, and our 

District, as strong and as FUN as possible.  Please call us whenever you need 

anything.  

     There have been many changes that have all seem to come at us at once and if 

we all work together as a TEAM we can make it work and have FUN doing it.  

     One of the main topics we need to clear up is that Treasurers and Membership 

Enhancement Coordinators now have officer status.  At the current time, the only 

paperwork needed is signed copy of the updated MOU form and they are to be 

sworn in.  This can be done at your gatherings and we will hit them all as soon as 

possible.  This form has already been sent out to the CDõs.  I encourage each 

Chapter to get these forms signed and sent to me as soon as possible. Currently, 

Treasurers and MECõs are not required to take the OCP class.   
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     We have a few officers, old and new, who still need to take the class and we will be working with them and 

Sidney to secure a date that works for everyone. We realize it takes some of our personal time, but I truly 

believe that GWRRA is heading in the right direction.   

     Another topic to discuss is the N6 Rider Education Activity Reports.  Each Chapter must send these to 

District Educator Tim Grimes every month.  The responsibility of this rests on the Chapter Educator.  If your 

Chapter does not have an Educator, it is the job of the CD to file them.  Tim Grimes can inform you how to 

handle these forms.  These N6 Reports are the documents that prove our 501(c) 4 tax -exempt compliance.  Our 

educators have become some of the most important members of our staff.  If your chapter does not currently 

have one, please contact Tim.  He is more than willing to come to your gatherings and discuss duties to ease the 

minds of possible candidates.  It is one form a month, nothing more than it always has been.  

     The Maryland District encourages each of our Chapters to select a Couple of the Year.  It should be 

considered an honor and treated as such.  Please inform our Couple of the Year Coordinator, Gerry Yager, of 

your special pair.  

     The MD websiteõs District Calendar is available for your use again this year.  As your Chapter sets itõs event 

schedule for the year, we ask that you share it with everyone in the District.  Please contact Doug Walmsley 

and provide him with a pdf version of your event flyers to be posted on the website.  

     Region B is responsible for assisting with the Parades at Wing Ding again this year.  The Light Parade is on 

the evening of Wednesday, July 6.  The Grand Parade is on the afternoon of Friday, July 8.  Please let us know 

if you can lend a hand.  We need to document our volunteers to ensure that things work smoothly.  

 

        Have Fun, Ride Safe,  

        and be Knowledgeable 

        Ray & Cheryl Hartman 

District Directors  

Newsletter inputs are due by the 25th of February.  

Friendly Reminder  
 

§ MDI is attempting to setup a Rider Education course for April or May timeframe.  The plan is to have 

an Advanced Rider Course (ARC) and Trailering Course (TC) taught each day.  Times and Location are 

being looked into at this time.  A registration form will be provided to all Chapter Directors once we 

have finalized number of classes and maximum student load.  Due to class size limits, all forms received 

will be on a first come first serve basis.  Please get the word out that if folks are coming up on the 

expiration date for their levels, to consider this golden opportunity.     

 

§ Dave & Debbie Sorrick are looking for help in setting up and manning a Motor Awareness/Rider 

Education booth at the State Fair from August26 ñSeptember 5.  Please contact them 

(dcsorric@hotmail.com) if you are interested in participating.  More to follow.     



     It is with great pride and honor that Gwen and I present this yearõs  

Charlie Gallagher District Award  

to our District Treasurer, Terry Gardner.  

. . .  
 

    Terry is the kind of  person who attends Region, District and so many Chapter 

events, Wing Dings and many other motorcycle events always with a smile and a 

warm demeanor.  

 

     Terry Gardner has worked tirelessly in an effort to help out where ever I or 

the Maryland District was in need of assistance.  He has spent so many hours 

behind the registration desk at past and present WinterThings, that we would 

have to run him off.  He has also been such a great help to each and every 

Maryland chapter, helping to prepare their IRS forms and year end paper work. 

With Terry, it seems to require ten staff membersõ signatures on a check before 

allowing it to be released. Terry has served under two District Directors and has 

been asked to stay on for a third.  

 

     The District and I truly appreciate all the hard work and sacrifices Terry has 

selflessly given.  



 

Rick & Gerry Yager  

recipient of the  

Jimmy Colbert Memorial Award  

For 2010  

    I first met part of this team in 2003, when the husband stopped by the original location of Motovation Cycles.  He came in a sking about 

trikes, specifically the Volkswagen version.  After a few more stop ins and a few more conversations with  me and Danny, he w as convinced 

that a Goldwing was in his future.  

 

     Fast forward to his purchase of the Golden Treasure Trike ð appropriately named because we later determined that it had spent so me 

time at the bottom of some body of water based on the amount of sea water that had infiltrated the wiring.  But it was a trea sure to him 

and he was determined to ride it for all it was worth and get involved in all things Goldwing.  That included GWRRA.  Anyone who knew him 

knew that once he got involved in a project, it was an all -out assault.  Luckily, his wife, to whom he always referred as his be autiful bride, 

seemed to be at least a willing cohort in his projects.  

 

     Never one to take their involvements lightly, this couple ingrained themselves in the framework of Chapter I, serving at vari ous times as 

Chapter Couple of the Year, Treasurer, Newsletter Editor and eventually as Assistant Chapter Directors.  They were instrument al in the 

creation of MD -Iõs largest fundraiser, which, over the last few years has raised over $ 10,000, and benefits the Susan G. Komen Foundation 

for Breast Cancer Research.  They became the chapterõs Social Directors, and were instrumental in helping to arrange other chapter 

functions and parties, including the annual Christmas Party.   

 

     Looking to expand their involvement in GWRRA, they were nominated and selected as District Couple of the Year, and represente d t he 

District at the Regional Selection event.  They also made it a point to attend several local and regional rallies each year, and logged many 

miles on each of their 3 Goldwing Trikes.   

 

     They continued support of both their chapter and the District as Couple of the Year Coordinators and worked hard to recruit C hapter 

Couples for each Chapter in the District promoting involvement and goodwill throughout the organization.  

 

     All of us suffered a tragic loss with the husbandõs sudden passing in April, 2010.  There was a huge hole created on all levels ð personal for 

his family, as well as his large circle of friends; professional for all of his former colleagues in the Air Force and Army, and social for all of 

us who also knew him through his Goldwing and GWRRA activities.  

 

     His memory lives on however in all of our hearts and in our actions.  His wife has stayed on as Assistant Chapter Director th rough their 

term, and currently serves as MD -Iõs Newsletter Editor.  She also recently became the proud owner of a new Spyder trike and plans to 

continue riding with MD -I.  Their daughter has picked up the gauntlet and is now the proud rider of his Goldwing Memorial Trike ð it is a 

lasting legacy to him and to all of the fallen service members and 9 -11 victims to whom tribute is paid in all of its original a rtwork.  Their 

daughter and her husband have also stepped up and have been helping out with the coordination of events and activities in MD -I w hile the 

Directors were recently under the weather.  

 

     This couple epitomizes the essence of the Jimmy Colbert Award.  He never met anyone he wouldnõt talk to or try to get involved in one way 

or another in MD -Iõs activities or events.  They have served both the Chapter and District tirelessly, and are always willing to step in and 

lend a hand, whether it be putting up the tent at Chrome and Crabs, or making huge batches of famous macaroni and cheese for a hungry 

crowd.   It is with those thoughts in mind that I humbly nominate Rick and Gerry Yager for the Jimmy Colbert Award for 2010.  


